Minutes of the Fimber Parish Council Meeting, incorporating the business of the Annual General Meeting, held in the Village Hall from 10.00 to 11.05 on Saturday 11th April 2009

PRESENT: I. Smith (Chairman), G. Thompson (vice-Chairman), R. Lambert, P. Leese, E. Lovatt (Clerk), J. Megginson. M. Patterson, M. Walker, 

APOLOGIES: Jayne & Patrick Mallon
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

I. Smith was standing unopposed for re-election as Chairman. 

It was proposed by P.Leese, and seconded by R. Lambert that he should be re-elected. This was carried.

G. Thompson was standing unopposed for re-election as vice-Chairman. It was proposed by I. Smith, and seconded by M. Walker that he should be re-elected. This was carried. 

J. Megginson was standing unopposed for re-election as Hon. Treasurer.

It was proposed by I. Smith, and seconded by P. Leese that he should be re-elected. This was carried.

RESIDENTS IN ATTENDANCE: There were no residents in attendance

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13TH JANUARY 2009. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record, subject to the following:

It was pointed out, for amendment, that the “current” account is officially the “Community Account” – no. 60806080, and that the “deposit” account is officially the “Business Premium Account – no. 60854387. 

Clerk to amend these details for Minutes of current meeting. It was suggested that the Parish Council could use the 2 accounts to enhance the total funds available, if interest rates alter significantly.

MATTERS ARISING.
a) Code of practice / Our accountability: 
The Chairman spoke briefly about the Code of Conduct document received from the County. He has attended a training session at which it was made clear that the County Council regard the issue as very important, especially for its Complaints Procedure which is open to all residents. This process allows complainants to go directly to the County Council if they feel that Parish or Town Councillors have acted inappropriately.
b) Highways:
The Clerk has spoken with Dave England about the 3 road surface areas still needing attention. His Department has funding available, and he will programme this for the current work season. Members requested that a formal letter be written to Dave England urging action on this matter.










Action: Parish Clerk
c) Red Cross Training: 
We are able to find the minimum 6 people needed to have a course booked. The maximum number of attendees at any one course is 12.The Chairman has undertaken to arrange a 4-hour session for a suitable time and date, probably on a Saturday morning or weekday afternoon. The three main training subjects will be: cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR), management of unconscious casualty, management of bleeding. All Fimber residents will be invited to attend one of these courses, and the event will be advertised on the Village notice boards.










Action: Chairman
The Chairman has investigated the cost of a defibrillator for the Village, and this could cost £1000 to £4000. Members thought it might be more appropriate for us to share another Council’s facility. If we were to go ahead on our own, the British Heart Foundation will add the same amount to any sum we collect. 
It was pointed out that the County Council’s “First Responder” Service can also be used for emergencies. This facility was highlighted in the latest East Riding Parish News magazine.

d) Neighbourhood Watch & Police Partnership: 
M. Walker reported. The police have been noticeably active recently in the area. They have stopped 100 drivers for a breath-test: 2 were found to be positive. Good results have been achieved regarding thefts and other crimes. The use of the helicopter has been very wide-spread and valuable, especially with regard to cattle-rustling. 
e) Precept:
Despite the Parish Council maintaining the Precept at £850 for the next financial year, the Council Tax rate has increased by 6.9%. The Chairman reported that this is due to the exemption of a property in Band D from the calculations and the increase of allowances for some properties in Band A. The Clerk has been informed that the Precept payments are due to be passed on to Parish Councils on April 30th. 

f) The Gateway Treatment:
It was noted that the ‘Gateway Treatment’ applied at the entrances to the Village on the B1251 has now been completed.  

R. Lambert asked whether the Chairman could elaborate on the effectiveness of this and other measures in reducing speeding. After some discussion, it was generally agreed that there has been a noticeable reduction in motorbike speeding, and that the zones are now very clearly-marked. Persistent offenders appear still to be articulated goods lorries and the employees of some local firms going to and from work.

However, any reduction in overall speeding is hard to establish without the recourse to formal monitoring.
The Chairman reminded the meeting that the Village still has open its request for illuminated speed limit signs at the entrances to the Village.

g) Twilight Bus: 
Another contribution has been made, and acknowledged by those responsible for the bus’s operation.

PLANNING MATTERS:
Planning Permission for the Friar’s Garth development has been received.

CORRESPONDENCE:

A letter received recently from a resident regarding the condition of some roads appearing to be neglected by the gritting service during icy weather has been passed on to the County Council for reply.

The Npower bill payments are up-to-date, but it was agreed to continue paying by cheque rather than going on-line as suggested by the Company in a recent letter, as the savings made would not be worthwhile. The Clerk will communicate our decision to Npower.









Action: Parish Clerk
The annual Street Lighting Service Agreement has been received. No changes are to be made, but the costs have increased by 7%.

FINANCE:

Finance and Accounts / Audit Commission:
a) The Clerk reported that the financial procedures are working satisfactorily. The Bank Accounts and the receipt of statements are in order (see note under Minutes of last meeting 13 Jan. 2009 – above.)

b) Preparation for the 2009 Annual Audit is underway between the Chairman/ Clerk/ Internal Auditor, and is due for return to the Commission by 20th May. Jack Lucas has agreed to act as the Internal Auditor, and the relevant announcements have posted on the Village notice boards. All past submissions and payments are up-to-date. 

Payments:
Twilight Bus Contribution: £50.00

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES
	FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS

	

	BUSINESS PREMIUM ACCOUNT BALANCE AT 9 FEBRUARY 2009: £627.82 (inc. interest)

	

	COMMUNITY ACCOUNT BALANCE AT 12 FEBRUARY 2009: £399.83

	


ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

a) Clerk’s Expenses: 
The Clerk has been now reimbursed for the last financial year.

b) Heritage Boards and Associated Matters: 

The Chairman reported that the High Wolds Heritage Group is steering a project to establish a Heritage Trail connecting the villages involved in the Group. It is hoped that with funding from LEADER and other partners, heritage information boards similar to those in Thixendale can be erected in those villages that want them.  It might also be possible to install Sound and Light Visitors’ Guides in the Sykes’ Churches, and have historical information in churches and village halls as well.

A meeting is to be held at Thixendale on Tuesday 21 April to determine the degree of interest locally and to plan the best way forward. Representatives from the Fimber Parish Council and Village Hall Committee will attend.

P. Leese suggested that a grant may be available to upgrade the facilities and decoration of the Village Hall. A discussion took place about future of the Display in the Hall left since the Millenium. An old Bible found in a disused local chapel and donated to Fimber Village Hall Committee will be left for the Village Hall Committee to store or display as felt appropriate. 











Action: Cllr. Walker
The meeting also discussed the viability of having the ‘Fimber Book’ updated and re-issued. The Chairman reported that a local printer has quoted for the work. Mary Walker undertook to seek an alternative price.











Action: Cllr. Walker

P. Leese reminded the meeting about this year’s Fimber Village Relay Walk.
The meeting was closed at 11.05.
Date of next meeting: To be arranged.

2
3

